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BEFORE WATCHING

Assignments

1. Have you ever asked yourself why in the English language one may 

come across such a diverse amount of words, grammatical phenomena, and phonetic peculiarities?
2. When the English language started its existence?

3. Do you consider the English word stock to consist of purely English words? What’s its percentage?

4. Does English sound in the same way it used to hundreds of years ago?

5. Can you name the major periods in the history of the English language/people who have made a great impact to its development?
                                  PART I. BIRTH OF LANGUGE
Task 1. Guess the meanings of the words and word combinations listed below:

Tenacity, flexibility, near extinction, power to absorb, to evolve, an invasion, to fight back, to unify, to expelled from mother country, to travel through time,  an ancestor, to crumble, a 7class citizen, to adopt language/culture, to be pushed to the margins, 
Task 2. Answer the following questions:

1. How many years ago the language was incomprehensible?

2. What dialect English come from?

3. For how many years English was forced underground?

4. Where can we find the remnants of the true English language?
5. Which tribes give rise to the English language?

6.  What tribe was the first to inhabit the British Isles? Do their descendants exist today? 
7. Identify the meanings of affixes in place words:
Torpenhow – tor ___________   Carlisle – caer_____________  Reading – ing ___________

Bridlington – ton ___________   Birmingham – ham _________
8. What were the kingdoms the British Isles were divided into by the end of 6th century?
9. What was another name to Old English? How old is it? How many words were there? Name some OE words.

10. What happened in 597? Why this date is of greater importance in the English history?
11. What kind of scrip was common for the Germanic tribes? What language gave the script to English? 

12. What is BEOWULF?
