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STRANGER THAN FICTION (2006)
Directed by Marc Forster
Written by Zach Helm
Running time:  113 min.

“This is a story about a man named Harold Crick. And his wristwatch.”

	Starring


	Characters



	Will Ferrell
	Harold Crick, an IRS auditor



	Tony Hale
	Dave, Harold’s co-worker



	Maggie Gyllenhaal
	Ana Pascal, a tax-delinquent baker



	Dustin Hoffman
	Jules Hilbert, a professor of literature



	Emma Thompson
	Karen Eiffel, a famous writer



	Queen Latifah
	Penny Escher, Karen’s assistant employed by  the publisher to make sure Karen finishes her book




PART I: BEFORE WATCHING
Assignments
1. The film is “a story about a man named Harold Crick. And his wristwatch”. What role do you think Harold’s wristwatch is going to play?

2. Which of your personal belongings could tell a lot about your personality? If it could talk, what would it say about you?
3. The story features a character who intentionally pays only part of her taxes. What is your attitude to tax-delinquency? Do you think the government should adopt strict measures toward the delinquents?

What is a Writer’s Block? 
Have you ever experienced the feeling of being “blocked” when you need to write something? What do you normally do in such cases? 

The situation when a writer is unable to produce a text is called “a writer’s block”. Research the phenomenon: what are the causes of it and what can be done in order to improve the situation?
Making the World a Better Place
Ana Pascal, a baker, tells Harold how she chose her profession. Read the following excerpt from the script.
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“I went to Harvard Law, actually …I was barely accepted. I mean, really: barely. The only reason they let me come was because of my essay: how I was going to make the world a better place with my degree. And anyway, we would have to participate in these study sessions – my classmates and I, sometimes all night long – and I would bake, so no one would go hungry while we worked. Sometimes I would bake all afternoon in the kitchen in the dorm and I would bring my little treats to the study groups and people loved them. I made oatmeal cookies, peanut butter bars, dark chocolate macadamia nut wedges—everyone would eat and stay happy, study harder and do better on the tests and then more and more people started coming to the study groups and I would bring more snacks and I was always looking for better and better recipes until soon it was ricotta cheese and apricot croissants and mocha bars with an almond glaze and lemon chiffon cake with zesty peach icing. And at the end of the semester, I had 27 study partners, 8 Mead journals filled with recipes and a ‘D’ average. So I dropped out. I just figured that if I were going to make the world a better place I would do it with cookies. …you like them?”
· What does this episode reveal about Ana’s personality?

· What stylistic device is employed to put across Ana’s real love for her profession?

What Would You Do If…

At a certain point Harold asks Dave, his co-worker and friend: “What would you do if you knew you were going to die? Possibly soon...” Dave answers he would like to go to a space camp, it was his childhood dream. What would you answer? Probably it is not the first time you have been asked this. Do you remember your answer on the previous occasion? Was it different from the one you have offered now? Explain why (why not).
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Vocabulary
Before watching the film make sure you are familiar with all lexical units in this section.

· A necktie, a Windsor knot,  solitude, a catalyst, a condo, a miscreant, futility, a halo, a schizophrenic, schizophrenia, gamut, a thimble, an encounter, a nicotine patch, integer, brownies, gibberish, fraternization, an actuary, a vulture, a wrecking ball, swagger, demise, strum, a callus, interconnectivity, a hermit, a recluse, a transmutation, an oversight, a shard.
· To flex, to defeat, to hoist, to stammer, to ogle, to extort, to perpetuate, to run into someone, to resuscitate, to nullify, to withhold, to fracture.
· Crisp, tax-delinquent, innocuous, prostrate, beleaguered, wibbly-wobbly, incensed, insightful, clandestine, inclement, remiss, gooey, fastidious, inconceivable, inextricably contingent, maimed, looming, untraceable. 
Phraseology

Provide definitions and translations for the following expressions and sentences.

To grip onto the final moments of one’s dream

I’m being followed
to be exempt from taxes

to erect swing sets

campaign discretionary funds

to be prone to fantasies
immersed in a tub

a sharp reprimand

to be embedded

on the fritz

sheer frustration

the immitigable path of fate

to sound like a broken record

a real creep

to get hitched
your candour is paramount

extensive vernacular profiling

to solve murder mysteries

In no uncertain terms

To have an unwavering belief in something
Translate the following into Ukrainian:

Little did he know that this simple seemingly innocuous act would result in his imminent death.

IRC officers are given rigorous aptitude test before we can begin work

Harold quickly calculated the odds of making an asshole of himself in ratio to the amount of time he stayed to chat.

This may sound like gibberish, but I think I'm in a tragedy.

Aren't you relieved to know you're not a Golem?

You can subtract the value of the food you give away to the shelter as a charitable conribution

-And I suppose you smoked all these cigarettes?

-No, they came pre-smoked.

- Sitting in the rain isn't going to write a book.

- That illustrates exactly how much you know about writing books.

PART II: AFTER WATCHING

Comprehension 

1. What was Harold’s typical day like?
2. What did he hear one morning?

3. What impact did the voice have on Harold?

4. What was the psychiatrist’s opinion about Harold’s problem?

5. Why did Harold go to Ms Pascal’s bakery shop?

6. Why did Jules Hilbert agree to help Harold? 

7. Why did Harold decide to buy a guitar?

8. How did Penny try to help Karen?

9. How did Harold manage to identify and find Karen?

10. What was Jules Hilbert’s advice to Harold?

11. What decision did Harold make?

12. What happened with Harold? Was it different from what Karen had originally planned?
Focus on Harold
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· Describe Harold’s character. 
· What do numbers that you can see in the pictures above represent? 
Focus on Relationships

· Harold- Ana
Why is Ana’s attitude to Harold negative at first?  How does their relationship develop?

Why does Harold refuse to accept Ana’s cookies?

· Harold – Professor Hilbert

What is Professor’s attitude to Harold and his problem? Do you think Professor Hilbert treats him rather like a character in a story or a human being?
· Karen - Penny
What is Karen’s reaction to Penny’s arrival? What do you think Penny’s actual function is?
How would you describe personal attitudes of these women to each other?
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How does Penny deal with Karen’s writer’s block?

Comment on Penny’s reaction to such situations:
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Karen standing on the table

· Karen’s chain smoking
· Karen sitting in the rain “imagining car wrecks”

· Karen thinking that she kills people

· Harold - Karen
What is unique about this relationship?
Why is Harold desperate to reach Karen? What is Karen’s reaction when she meets him? Why does she change her plans about him?
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Making Connections

1. Do you agree that it is necessary for the hero to die in order for the story to be truly great? Give your reasons and examples from fiction and film.

2. The film offers a rare case of an omniscient narrator meeting a protagonist from her own story. A similar twist in narration can be found in John Fowles’ “French Lieutenant’s Woman”. Can you think of other examples?
Writing Assignments

1. Write an opinion essay on the topic “What does it mean ‘to live your life fully””.

2. Which novel would you like to find yourself in? Do you think your appearance would change the plot? Write a new chapter for a famous novel, introducing yourself as a character, Try to imitate the author’s style.
PART III: SELF-STUDY WORK

Project 

There are a number of films which feature an everyman, a colourless person, living a dull, uneventful life. Then in the course of the story they are inspired or pushed to change their lifestyle and reveal new aspects of their personalities. Make a project about such films.

Feeling creative?
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Jules Hilbert creates a questionnaire for Harold in order to determine which story he is in. Imagine yourself a professor of literature in a similar fantastic situation. Create your own literary questionnaire in order to identify the type of the story the other person finds him/herself in. Dramatise the situation in a role play game with a partner, then switch the roles.









