There are many beautiful animals on this great planet. Some are familiar to us because we’ve seen them  personally, on one of the many television shows devoted to animals, or in school books or biology textbooks.  Other animals are rare.  In fact, that you may have never heard of them.  Or, you may have heard of them, and know that they are extremely rare because they are critically endangered.  Here are some of the rarest animals in the world.

1.AMUR LEOPARD/Дальневосточный леопард

The Amur leopard (Panthera pardus orientalis) is a very rare leopard subspecies that lives only in the remote and snowy northern forests of eastern Russian’s Primorye region. Population: Less than 40 .Its former range included Korea and northern China, but the Amur leopard is now extinct in those countries. A 2007 census counted only 14-20 adult Amur leopards and 5-6 cubs. They were driven to extinction due to logging, road building and encroaching civilization, poaching (illegal hunting) and global climate change.

2.Northern Hairy-Nosed Wombat/Северный шерстоносый (длинношерстный) вомбат

There are about 115 northern hairy-nosed wombats left in the wild. They all live in Epping Forest National Park in Queensland, Australia.

This wombat’s nose is very important in its survival since the creature has very poor eyesight and needs its nose to smell food in the dark.

3.Asian Elephant

The largest land living animal in Asia, Asian Elephants are found in Southeast Asia - India in the West and Borneo in the East. Population: 25,000 to 32,000 .Their skin is usually gray and wrinkled, with some having depigmented trunk and ears. They are highly intelligent and have great cognitive abilities like apes. As a result, human beings have domesticated them and used them for carrying heavy loads, specially in otherwise inaccessible areas like forests. Poaching for ivory and deforestation are the major threats to this species.

4.The Black Rhino/ Чёрный носорог

Location: Southwest Africa

Population: 4,000

The Black Rhino was once the most numerous rhino species, ranging throughout southwestern Africa. Due to excessive hunting, the population has been reduced by over 90% in just the last 70 years.

 The greatest threat to the black rhino is poaching. They are hunted simply for their for horns, which are used in traditional Chinese medicine, as well as for trophies and ornamental use. 

 Increased law enforcement and conservation programs are helping increase their numbers, but they are still considered critically endangered.

5.The Bonobo Ape/ Карликовый шимпанзе
Location: Central Africa 

Population: 5,000 to 60,000

 Bonobos are members of the Great Ape family and are found only in the rainforests of the Democratic Republic of Congo. They are closely related to the more familiar chimpanzee, with longer legs, shorter arms and smaller trunk. Like chimpanzees, bonobos are remarkably social, but bonobos tend to be more peaceful than chimps.

 The greatest threat facing bonobos, aside from the limited range of their habitat, is from poachers who kill the apes and sell them for bush meat.

NILE CROCODILES

A crocodile is a reptile. It lives in and near African rivers. It is a very large animal. It can grow up to 6 metres long. It is carnivore, it eats birds, fish and mammals, sometimes even people. So this animal is very dangerous. It is green and brown colour and it has got a very big mouth with sharp teeth. It has got a strong tail and it can kill with its tail too. It is now in danger of becoming extinct because it is killed for its skin to make shoes, handbags and belts. People also kill crocodiles because they are dangerous. Sometimes they kill them for food and for medicine. People also destroy their habitat so crocodiles don’t have enough space to live.

